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T JVV IN THE VOKM 

APARTMENT UNTIE NOW 


Bookseller returns to the apartment! While flipping' 
through his finds, the gang discovers a book with illegible 
text that turns out to be a sealed grimoire! Yushi goes to 
bed flabbergasted, only to be greeted in his dreams by a 
spiritual resident of the book calling him Master! Then, 
while out riding with I lase the next day. he and Yushi are 
fiaecostedbya/gaiig of thugs... 




PAINTER 

NAME; AKIRA FUKASE 
IS ACTUALLY 48-YEARS OLD. 
SUPPOSEDLY HUMAN. 


MARIKO 

A GHOST WHO OFTEN 
APPEARS IN SKIMPY CLOTHING. 
SUPPOSEDLY 21? 


BOOKSELLER 

REAL NAME UNKNOWN. 
TRAVELS THE WORLD 
SEARCHING FOR RARE BOOKS. 


RURIKO 

THE GHOST COOK OF 
THE YOKAI APARTMENT. 
ONLY HAS HANDS. 


SATO 

A GHOST WHO WORKS 
FOR THE MAJOR COMPANY 
SOIR COSMETICS. 


KURI AND SHIRO 

A LITTLE BOY AND 
DOG GHOST DUO. 
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WHEPE 
POES 
THIS 
POAP 
LEAP?! 


...AS 
LONG 
AS we 
CAN 

&er 

OUT. 


HELL 
IF I 
KNOW 











...AN 

ABAN- 

PONEP 

FACTO¬ 

RY? 


WHAT 
15 THIS 
PLACE? 


THEY'VE 

ALREAPY 

CAUSHT 

UR 


AAH, 

WHAT¬ 

EVER/ 


1NSIPE/ 
QUICK/' 








































































































BUT 
THUGS 
THESE PAYS 
HAVE NEVER 
FOUGHT 
A PAY IN 
THEIR 
LIVES. 


THERE 

APE 

PULES 

TO 

BRAWLS. 


WHAT 
PO YOU 
MEAN? 


NORMALLY, 
THE FI6HT 
STOPS AS 
SOON AS 
BOTH SIPES 
SIZE EACH 
OTHER UP 


SO, THEY 
PON'T HAVE 
THE SENSE 
OF RESTRAINT 
THAT COf^ES 
WITH PAIN 
ANP FEAR. 


THEY'LL 

BEAT 

SOMEONE 
TO PEATH 
WHEN THE 
FIGHT 
COULP'VE 
BEEN OVER 
WITH ONE 
PUNCH. 
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ONE? 


THE 

PEVIL, 


CEZBE- 

ZUS/ 


THE 

MAH' 

EATIHO 

HELL- 

HOUNP/ 


V HE KL 
I SHOULP 

PEACH 
MATURITY IN 
ANOTHER 

\ 200 I 

V YEARS, k 
































ALL 


F SPIRITS 
(2.I&HT? 


SlMMt 
WHAT A 
ELSE? BPEAA/ 
HOW 

ABOUT ,_ 

THE l0A 
POWER.? r # 


/r fuf 

.7. fuf 
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.OYAX 


you 
©OOP, 
IN ABA? 


fZ-RI&HT/ 
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THEY 
PASSEP 
OUT OH 
THEIP 
FEET. 


woo - 

HOO/ 


WE 

SHOULP'VE 1 
JUST 

SICCEP | 
HIPPOGPIFF 
ON THEM 
FPOM THE 
BEGIN¬ 
NING. A 


NO 

KIPPING. 


r BEEN A 

, WHILE 

1 SINCE 

ALMOST x'VE 
FEEL SEEN 
BAP YOU GO 
FOP WAPPIOP 
THOSE MOPE. 
GUYS. ._. 


/ WELL, ~ 
THEY 

PROBABLY 
LEARNEP 
THAT THE 
WORLP'S 
BI©SER 
THAN THEY 
THOUGHT, 
AT LEAST. / 


' THAT \J 
SAIP, I'M 
SURPRISEP 
YOU KNEW 
THERE WAS A 
WATER ANP 
U6HTNIN© 
SPIRIT IN THE 
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THE 
FOUR 
CLASSICAL 
ELEMENTS 
APE AN 
ESSENTIAL 
PART OF 
MA&IC, 
RIGHT? 


f THERE'S \ 
ALSO THE 
CHINESE 
CONCEPT 
OF WU XIN&, 
OR FIVE 
PHASES, THAT 
INCLUDES 
"WOOP" 

AS AN 

\ ELEMENT A 


CLASSICAL 

ELEMENTS? 


WHY 

PO YOU 
£NOW 
ALL THIS? 


THE IPEA 
THAT NATURE 
IS COMPOSE? 
OF FOUR 
ELEMENTS: 
FIRE, WATER, 
EARTH, AN? 
WIN? 
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NO 

secpets 

BETWEEN 

FfHENPS' 
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WHEN 
TASHIPO- 
SAN ©OT 
INTO THAT 
ACCIDENT. 


I MEN¬ 
TIONED 
THAT YOU 
MISHT 
HAVE 

POTENTIAL. 


" BUT 
AFTER 
WINDING 
UP AT THIS 
APART- 
i MENT, 


DESTINY.. 


MIRACLES 


AND 

WITNESS¬ 
ING SO 
MANY 
BIZARRE 
i THINGS, 


AFTER MY 
PARENTS 
DIED, I 
COULDN'T 
BELIEVE IN 
THAT KIND 
OF STUFF. 


MY 

PERCEPTION 
OF REALITY 
WAS TURNED 
UPSIDE- 
DOWN. 


































WHO 

KNOWS JUST 
HOW MANY 
HANDS... 


FOOL. 


HE SAID 
THEY'D BEEN 
SEARCHING 
FOR A NEW 
MASTER ALL 
THIS TIME. 


...THAT 
BOOK HAD 
TO HAVE 
PASSED 
BETWEEN 
OVER THE 
YEARS. 


WHAT 
MADE THE 
GRIMOIRE 
CHOOSE ME 
AS ITS 
MASTER... 


COULD IT 
REALLY BE 
BECAUSE... 


...OVER 1 
SOMEONE ! 
LIKE HASE, 
WHO AT 
LEAST KNEW 
ABOUT THE 
CLASSICAL :j 
ELEMENTS? I 


...I HAVE 
SOME 
SORT OF 
SPIRITUAL 
POTENTIAL? 



















=BR©UGHlj|J | 
■ME TO i THIS 

r ’J 


APARTMENT 

r ...A.iJ biirilMN 

IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


MAYBE THAT 
POTENTIAL". 
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SERVANT 
OF THE 
LOPP OF 
THE UNPEP- 
WOPLP, ANP 
KIN TO THE 
APCHANGEL 
OF PEATH/ 
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TIME FOR 
YOUR 
MORNINO 
RITUAL ./ 


WHAT? 
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FOP. EXAMPLE, 
THE SOUNP 
OF THE INPIAN 
SITAR CAN 
SLJPPOSEPLY 
TRISSER SAIP 
ALPHA WAVES. 






WV' fc, \ 

t 



f w/len -T /\ NORMAL j LOSE 
pa '^ ^WHEN YOU 

^ooncen- Jr!Jr* 

fTPATE? ° F ™ E 



















































































































































































































































































































HAVE 
A SEAT 
OVER 
THERE. 
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M?/ c- 


C—- 
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HUH? 


WHAT 










THE 

MANTRA 


WOZPS 


PANCIN& 








OKAY. 




































































































































































...WERE OMITTED DUE 
TO PAGE RESTRICTIONS 
AND TO PRESERVE 
VUSHI-KUN'S SELF-ESTEEM. 
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PLEASE ENJOY THIS IMAGE OF BIRDS 
GROOMING THEMSELVES. 


































THERE'S 

MORE 

WHERE 

THAT 

CAME 

FROM. 


LOOK 
AT THEM, 
PARTYING 
IT UP 
WITHOUT 
>4 CARE 
IN THE 
WORLP... 
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LOVE TO 
TAKE 

APVANTA&E 
OF THAT 
VULNERA¬ 
BILITY. 


THAT, 

ANP 

YOUR. CON¬ 
SCIOUSNESS 
CAN SLIP 
OUT OF 


I CAN 
TAKE A 
BATH ON 
MY OWN 
NOW. 








































FOR 

EXAM¬ 

PLE, 


PEOPLE 
WITH PAST 
TRAUMA 
MAY HAVE 
FLASHBACKS 
ANP START 
PANICKING. 


THERE 
HAVE ALSO 
BEEN CASES 
OF HEART 
ATTACKS 
TRI0SEPEP 
BY HYSTERIA. 


OR 

FEAR WILL 
OVERTAKE 
THEIR MINP, 
PRIVIN© 
THEM 
CRAZY. 
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BUT THE ONES 
TO WATCH 
OUT FOP. APE 
PLACES THAT 
CASUALLY 
PPACTICE SELF- 
PELEASE 
WITHOUT THE 
HELP OF 
AN EXPEPT. 
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ABOUT 
EVERY¬ 
THING I'VE 
LEARNED 
HERE, 


THE 

FRIENDS 
I'VE 
MADE, , 


AND 
ABOUT 
THE PETIT 
HIEROZO- 
ICON... 


THE 

LONELINESS 
I FELT 
AFTER 
LEAVING, 


AND THE 
JOY I FELT 
WHEN I 
RETURNED. 


THE 

WHOLE 

TIME, 


HE JUST 
LISTENED 
QUIETLY 
















BUT I 
WONDER 
HOW HE'LL 
REACT 
WHEN HE 
ACTUALLy 
SHOWS 
UP. 


...IF HE 
ISN'T 
RECEP¬ 
TIVE. 


YUSHI- 


YU5HI- 

MJN/ 


I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT I'LL 

DO... 
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TODAY'S 
THE DAY 


IS IT 
REALLY 
GONNA BE 
OKAY.. 


...IF I 
SHOW 
HIM WHAT 
IT'S LIKE 
TO LIVE 
HERE? 



k 


mmmm. 

mm 





w 





Wm 





mil 



















































I HAVE 
NO 
IDEA... 


pc 

IfNp 

'if \ | 1 

kZD 

1 / 1 \ 

yo/ > 

i f 

ILJLI 























i4).jBook Master (Vol, 1) 











































































































































JUST MATINS 

ONE CONNEC- 

OF MY TION1 

LIFE'S 
MOTTOS. 


AS THE 
SAYIN6 
©OES, 

"ONE ©OOP 
TURN 
PESERVES 
ANOTHER." 
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I'M 

STARTING 
TO FEEL 
STUPID... 


LATELY, 

IT FEELS 
LIKE MY 
CANDOR 
JUST 
GETS ME 
NOWHERE. 
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; ■ • 
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ip^v x 



























































































































































HASE, 

PON'T 

TELL 

ME... 
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PIPN'T 
SLEEP 
A WINK 
THAT 
NIGHT/ 





































































15 A 
REALLY 
NICE 
PLACE. 
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ON SUCH 
A PEACEFUL 
EVENING, 
MIGHT I 
SUGGEST 
A FAIRY 
LULLABY? 


THE 

TEMPEP' 

ENCE, 


FAIRY 

LULLABY 


SIPENE, 


THE 

MYSTICAL 1 
SONG- 
EIPP OF 
INCANTA¬ 
TIONS __ 
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soop 

MOfZN/Ne/ 


HEY. PIP 
YOU SET 
A ©OOP 
NIGHT'S 
SLEEP, HASE- 
WJN? 


MOPN- 

IN©. 


ABSO¬ 

LUTELY/ 


HAVEN'T 
SLEPT 
THAT 
WELL IN 
A LON& 
TIME. 










































HAVE, 

ZUftlKO- 

SAN/ 





146 



































147 



















































148 






















































































































lii 





















































154 












































































THE 

THUNK 



















UH- 

OHHH. 

THAT'P 

BE 

MINE 


l you i 

f BPOUSHT 
BACK- 

SOMETHIN© 
WEIPP A6AIN, 
{ PIPN'T 
\ YOU? I 


MAYBE. 


SOP&Y, 
COULP 
YOU GUYS 
STANP 
BACK A 
BIT? 
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I'M 
NOT A 
BOOK- 
SBLLBfc . 
FOP-J 
NOTHIN 


LBAVB 

IT 

TO MB. 


POOK- 

SELLER] 


5BVBN 

5A&BS/ 
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THEY 

PISAP- 

PEAPE17 





A PEPPLEP ' 
OF ALL 
USEP &OOPS, 
OLP ANP 
NEW, FPOM 
ACROSS THE 
WOPLP , 


FPOM 
CLASSICS 
TO PI ME 
NOVELS, 
YOU NAME 
IT, I'VE 
©OT IT/ 
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►so 

pH AT'S ■ 
[WHAT HE 
IMEANS. 


JUST LIKE f 
I'M THE 
MASTER OF 
THE PETIT 
HIEROZOtCON, 


.. BOOK- A 
gELLER IS THE 

[ SKster&f 

TOBIEF.EREIM 

■gribVirhI 


' FOP. ' 
STARTERS, 
MA&ES ANP 
&RIMOIPES APE 
PRACTICALLY 
INSEPARABLE. 


ALMOST 
ALL MA&ES 
HAVE 

THEIR OWN 
PERSONAL 
TOME. 


' THOSE WHO 
CHANNEL 
THEIR POWER 
PIPECTLY 
THPOU&H THEIR 
&RIMOIPE, LIKE 
YOU ANP I, 
APE C4LLEP 
"BOOK 
MASTERS." / 
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ANP 

3UILP AN 
EMPIRE 
IN YOUR 
NAME, 
RISHT? 


TO BUILD 
ON WHAT'S 
ALREADY 
BEEN LAID 
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WHILE 
I'M SITTING 
HEPE 
GRUM¬ 
BLING, 


YOU'VE 

BEEN 

WRESTLING 

WITH 

REALITY, 

HAVEN'T 

YOU? 



■■•■■■■= ■ ■■■= : 


ALL THE 
WHILE... 


...BAWLIN© 
YOUR EYES 
OUT. 


YOU 
PIPN'T 
HAVE TO 
INCLUPE 
THAT 
PART. 


IT WAS 
PRETTY 
APOPABLE 




..WATCHIN© 
YOU CRY. 
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YOU WERE 
SO PURE 
ANP OPEN 
IN YOUR 
HUMANITY. 


FACEP WITH 
A HELPLESS 
SITUATION, YOU 
PESPERATELY 
LOOI^EP FOR 
A WAY OUT, 


I FOUNP 
THAT 

APMIPABLE. 

BEAUTIFUL, 

EVEN. 


I MISHT'VE 
BEEN USIN© 
YOU TO TRY 
ANP BALANCE 
OUT MY OWN 
CROOKEP 
HEART. 


THAT'S 

WHY... 


PIPN'T 

RECRUIT 

YOU 

FOR MY 
EMPIRE. 


























I WANT 
TO MAKE 
YOU MY 
RI&HT- 
HANP 
MAN, 
y'KNOW. 


/ h 



THAT'S THE 
KIND OF GUY 
I ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
HASE WAS. 










































TO 

PREAM 

MORE 

FROM 

NOW 

ON. 


EVEN 

BIOGER. 


EVEN 

BETTER. 


I'M SURE 
you CAN 
MAKE IT 
HAPPEN. 
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HE 

ENPEP 
UP STAY¬ 
ING FIVE 
WHOLE 
PAYS. 


B>E A 

eoop 

BOY ASP 
WAIT, 
OKAY? 


SET OVER 
YOURSELF 


GIVE MY 
PE6ARPS 
TO MJRI. 



/ IU \ 

1 COME \ 

\] 

BY 

AGAIN 
i SOME- / 
) TIME, j 
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I 

GUESS 

THAT 

MAKES 

YOU 

MOMMY, 
HUH? 
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TO BE CONTINUED IN ELEGANW0KA1 APARTMENT LIFE VOLUME FOUR. . 



irlko-so"’ 8 

Cook>n£) 

Menu 


THE SETTING OF YOKAI APARTMENT 


pays attentic 


"Stamina is the foundation of training!" — Akine-chan. 
Following that advice, I packed this volume full of strength-giving meals. 
Here's a rundown of the food featured. 


probably bring something i 
tooth could enjoy, I made t 


◄ The adult party menu 
includes conger eel sashimi, 
sakura shrimp with fava bean 
kakiage, and sesame tofu with 
simmered wild veggies. 


sakura shrimp salad, spring 
western-style tomato soup 


: dumplings. 
I to convey 


i accommodate 


i younger ► 
les BBQ pork 


; ramen. The ramen comes 


chopped fried 
spring onions, 
thinly sliced m 
vegetable. I w; 


ankake style 




prepared 


day of training i 


rapped 


of tomatoes; 


■ straight 


from the gard 
poached egg, 


; absolutely 


Bookseller? Dry curry loaded 


eooQ ‘ 

MORNING/ 


▲ ► Breakfast 


de of grilled salmon, tofu ankake, egg, 
i stirfry, seven-bean salad, broth-seasor 
o soup with onion and potato. Because 
a hotel buffet, the meal is colorful and 


omelettes, 


screams "spring.' 




with beef. Since there were no 
adults drinking at the table that 





night, Ruriko-san supposedly 
turned the menu for the 

:i 4 JLtL ’ 

try making the meals seen in 



youngsters. 1 didn't have room 
to draw it, but the meal also 
includes chopped seafood and 
vegetable saladl 

.J 

1 book + novella Elegant Yokai 

1 Apartment Dinner Table: 
l Ruriko-san's Cooking Journal! 




This is the 
illustration I drew 
for Animate. There 
was an event going 
on aimed at our 
female readers, so 
I drew Ryu-san 
in a rarely seen 
yukata. 



These are 
illustrations drawn 
for stores that held 
sale events for 
volumes 1 and 2. 
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Translation Notes 


Heart Mantra 

[79.2] 

The Heart Mantra is one of the most famous mantras 
in Mahayana Buddhism. This mantra describes 
the enlightenment and liberation experienced by a 
bodhisattva in deep meditation. Over 40 translations of 
the Heart Mantra have been published in English alone, 
and it continues to be re-translated and re-interpreted 
to this day. 



Kakiage 

[90.3] 

A type of tempura made by lightly frying a variety of 
ingredients in tempura batter. Since it's a good way 
to use up leftover ingredients, it's a common home- 
cooked meal. 



Fukujinzuke 

[97.2] 

A popular variety of mixed pickled vegetables including 
daikon, lotus root, eggplant, and cucumber, flavored 
with soy sauce. Commonly used as a topping for curry. 



Enka 

[112.3] 

Enka is a popular music genre resembling traditional 
Japanese music. Bouquets are commonly presented to 
enka singers after concerts. 


Manju and Mochi 

[118.3] 

Manju are a type of Japanese confection typically 
consisting of a bun filled with sweet red bean. Mochi is 
a pounded rice paste commonly used to make a wide 
variety of sweets. 
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